Dear Senator  :

As your constituent, I write to urge you to save the refugee resettlement program from drastic cuts, and to fund the Migration and Refugee Assistance Account (MRA); Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR); and International Disaster Assistance (IDA) accounts at their FY2010 enacted levels. Cuts to these accounts, which have been historically under-funded, will have a devastating affect on refugees, Afghan and Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa recipients, victims of torture and trafficking, other vulnerable populations, as well as communities across the country that welcome these populations. 

While I fully recognize the pressures to reduce spending, the United States has a responsibility to provide adequate services to those whom the U.S. government has committed to protect. Once refugees are resettled to the United States, too often there are insufficient resources available to help them find employment and integrate into their communities. If those services are available then refugees can integrate and become vibrant and productive members of our communities. Similarly, if the U.S. and other leading donors reduce their humanitarian commitments, many displaced persons will be left without basic care and protection, and that this will put increasing pressure on poor countries hosting refugees. 

Life-saving program funded by the Migration and Refugee Assistance (MRA) and International Disaster Assistance (IDA) are the last resort for those refugees who cannot stay in their country of first asylum and cannot return home, including Iraqi refugees who are targeted because of their work for the U.S. Government; Burmese fleeing a repressive regime; and, Darfuris driven out of their homes and surviving in harsh camp conditions. Similarly, resettlement in the U.S. is the only solution for many refugees living in limbo, and the services provided by the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) are essential to refugees integrating and building new lives in the United States.

As your constituent, I strongly urge Congress to provide robust support in fiscal year 2011 for refugee assistance and resettlement. Without strong support the United States will experience significant challenges in resettling refugees in the coming years. Such a setback in the program would undermine the United States’ ability to meet its international humanitarian obligations to protect refugees worldwide. 

Sincerely,


